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Why Do You Always Shadow Our Faces?

ANKEI Takako (ecologist)

Thanks to my two year’s stay in Congo-Kinshasa, I published a cookbook of a local people who
kindly accepted me as their friend. After its publication, one of my friends from Kenya told me that he
was surprised and was happy to find that [ did not shadow faces of my African friends. He points out that
like most Western media, Japanese tend to shadow Africans faces in most cases. [ reminded of the

experience of a Japanese actress who had a film taken in Hollywood; a yellow color was specially prepared

to be spread on her face.
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A Student from the Congo Forest to Japan

ANKEI Yuji
(JSPS Research Station, Nairobi )

A student from the Republic Democratic of Congo got a scholarship from Monbusho. Although he
had difficulties in English, and then in Japanese, he managed to be the first student in a national university
who obtained a doctorate in only three years. During his post-doctoral fellowship from the Japan Society
for the Promotion of Science, he was chosen as a researcher for a UN organization. The author believes

that it was his experience in Japan and ASEAN countries that made him so competent.
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The 129th JSPS Seminar

Date: 27th June, 1998

Topic: The psychological, educational, and counselling environment - New perspectives in NGO
management. '

Presenter: Dr. Emest Shivutse

Language: English and Japanese

Summary:

The session was led by a Kenyan Dr. Ernest Shivutse, Senior Lecturer, Department of Psychology,
University of Nairobi. Dr. Shivutse, who is an Industrial Psychologist, recieved his higher education in
England, Germany, and Switzerland. He is at present the honorary director of P. E. A. C. E. which is a
local NGO he helped to found.

The aim of the lecture was to share with the Japanese participants the challenges of NGO work in
Kenya. The seminar was attended by 35 participants, some of whom were Japanese who are involved in
NGOs in Kenya, such as Friends Society for Kenyan Children in Japan (Shonen Kenya no Tomo), that has
been in Kenya for the past two decades, and CanDo that has applied for registration. Present was also Dr.
Kamiya, a JICA paeditrician working with the Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI).

Highlighting the three economic sectors of Kenya as the Public Sector, the Private Sector
Organisations, and the NGOs, the speaker observed that the main objective of NGOs in Kenya was to
augment government efforts. He pointed out that lack of political goodwill and poor governance were the
major problems facing most NGOs in Kenya. '

Dr. Shivutse pointed out that the central concern of NGO work in Kenya is to reduce or alleviate
poverty. The problems facing the majority of Kenyans are directly or indirectly caused by poverty.
Local NGOs (owned by indigenous Kenyans) often face five problems : lack of data, without which you
cannot plan effectively; lack of vision; mismanagement due to unrealistic recruitment policies; dependence,

that is why they collapse the moment the donor pulls out; absence of systematic planning, monitoring and
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evaluation.
P.E. A. C. E. hopes to make a difference by targetting children at risk (the orphaned, the abandoned,

the disabled, the abused, the neglected, child mothers, and child labourers). The mission of P. E. A. C. E.
is to empower households and communities to care for children and the environment. P. E. A. C. E. wants
to guarantee its independence and sustainability by asking organizations and individuals to donate whatever

property they no longer need or what they can spare.
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