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Serving the Diversity:
Daily Life at the JSPS Research Station

ADATI Tard (JSPS Research Station, Nairobi)

JSPS Research Station used to serve as a salon for Japanese scientists in Nairobi. They had rather
limited fields and affiliations such as anthropology and geology. The character of the Station has been
changed along with the recent development of African studies in Japan. The more diverse is the scope of
African studies, the more varied the scientists’ demands are. The Station now is a public space that
provides convenience and academic information for scientists of any fields. Thanks to such diversity,
really enjoy serving them as a host of the Station. [ hope to learn from them, both Africans and Japanese,

the essence of African studies through my daily experience here in Nairobi.
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Dogs in JSPS Nairobi Office

IMAI Ichiro (Hirosaki University)

As a resident director of the JSPS Nairobi Office in 1996, I lived with five guard dogs. ~Along with
many other routines in the office, taking care of them was rather a hard job. Feeding them equally,
washing them properly, keeping their huts clean, preventing them from fighting each other, studying their

social structure, failing to control pregnancy, losing one of them of cancer, and so on.

[HEE=A=IEERMNLELESETHNDTT
—HAdadHEDE

BYFE Y- (RA)
MEF % F i CUEASRE. WARIXF)

ay ARFHMENEEHF A — A LT TV 1990 £8 AN & TY, L, v=x2<
OMBEF Y FoDHEOEFAONSN—TE—AERATHELE, £ THRIiIEZLTNEw)—&
A URB) V) 20 FLOWDEHERT L VETRELLOT I BIZ, LI RERDH
WDTHICEZ B ENTERL RS> TLEVELE, v —SADEDBERX-_2H->T, £
FRROLEI R LDTLE, M—EEIZERABOFIIEE R LIEhL, v ) —SAITEATSR
EEAFEIETHLHOWVWE L.,

HET-DEFEOREREDONNPLEOTT (Hampendi kuonyesha yote.)

izt FBAROHES T, AEBICH L TAERYRETHEZLTHET, BE2TWI &,
bRl FIE, BEbOEELETHLHV RV ETR, £LT, BELOERPEEEZNS ) &
LEd, 20, HetHik, AibichREFOEERLHEHEZ Lo L LHAX TR NZNLE
2HYERAD, EV2H, Aibid, BREZTYT. EFE. bREFIE FORNLEMLEDZ
ERVRRDTYT, ZhM, ZOEOMELHPRIZET, MEbOMERLFTEZEMITLL O
Rote, BRIEFICHEBENV ol & TT,

Hlixt=-M1=3F =5 EERL &5 £THDTT (Mnatamani kutubagua sisi.)

Fnnb, HREFOETIE, BARETHEEETLL ), LIAN, HEATIOARE
W, FUEEREZEEL T, boAEEREL L Lot e, AKX RAFELRDH Y THA. (K
SN—id, A SRS LT, A2 6000 YA —/, WD 1200 M) T, HREOERL,
BRECKERHEEERALORERHNIE, BLTEEVWELATEEY, ZARIERT
RTHEDR (BEOFH D) BRRIIVDZLETLLEY, HBREFEIALLEZERILL D &



AXREWRRAST M 0 EHREZE L F— =2—2 F4 5 7

LTWBDTY, bl LELIRAARBMBEDOLEDIEETVAHDTY, WRIZAARDE > —
ADBRERDTE, ENRDIC, HREFEERNELLILTEHIOTT, MNTHE-THY
& D, Arigatoo!

) —SADEEERITERICE > THE, AMBHEABEERBEX TV ARE—EAELDIC
I —EADONFIZEZ TN, LI LER—FZEBENTHELWELE, LT I®
NZHENTWDE T4 —NWV FU—A—ZFEDF% ! |

(A TF&E)

“Japanese researchers, you discriminate against us!”
A Narrative of a Congo Girl

Narrator: Marie (a fictitious name)

Interviewer; ANKEI Yuji
(Ethnographer, JSPS Research Station, Nairobi)

This article is based on a narrative recorded in August 1990. The narrator was a girl who worked as
a waitress in a Hotel in the town of Kindu, Maniema in the Democratic Republic of Congo (called Zaire at
that time). While [ drank beer we chatted in Swahili, and I listened to her words. After having taught

her some Japanese for about an hour, 1 asked permission to tape-record her words.

Show us what you have in your hands.

“You Japanese researchers treat us in quite a wrong manner. You can speak some of our languages,
and want to understand our customs and cultures. Why don’t you teach us your language and customs in
return? [ admit that we are economically poor. But you refrain from showing us all what you have in
your hands. This is what I have wished to tell you for a long time, speakers of our languages and

researchers of our wisdom.”

You discriminate against us.

“There is another point. I recently finished my high school education, and succeeded in getting a
diploma. I am among the highly educated here in this region where there are no universities. As yet |
have no job other than being a waitress in a bar! * On the 60ntrary, you are sure to get a good job and live
comfortably everyday only if you have a diploma, degrees of bachelors, masters, or doctors. On the Day
of Judgement, God will ask you all what you have done. He will judge that you Japanese have
discriminated against us. He is the sole Father of us all, brothers and sisters. We all live for Him. As
yet you intend to continue such discrimination. Thank yod for listening to me. Arigatoo ! (“Thanks” in

Japanese)”
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I returned to Japan with her words as my home task. [ gave them to the students of her age who
attended my class of cultural anthropology. I asked every student to write a report whose title was

supposed to be something like “A relief to the defeated researcher.”** (To be continued.)

*Note 1. She worked 8 hours a day and 30 days a month at a salary equivalent of less than 10 US dollars, or for about 4

cents an hour.
#xNote 2. Ms Christine Mburu, the secretary in JSPS Research Station, Nairobi, kindly helped me to revise an earlier

version of the manuscript.
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Choice of Stand-by Treatment for
Malaria in K
(Optimal Drugs, July 1998)
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DAY1 | ARTENUM 6 TABS | COTECXIN 2 TABS
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The 130th JSPS Seminar

Date: 25th June, 1998

Topic: Surviving malaria, a Japanese experience in Africa.

Presenter: KUBO Toshio, M.D., Counsellor & Medical Attache, Japanese Embassy in Kenya.
Language: English and Japanese

Summary:

With the globalization of research, business and tourism, the number of Japanese visitors in
Africa are increasing in recent years. It is sad to say that there have been cases of deaths from
malaria among them due to lack of knowledge and proper medications.

The people born and brought-up in the malaria endemic area have acquired a kind of resistance
designated as “half-immune” against malaria, whereas the people born in the malaria-free countries
have no resistance to malaria and are thus “nil-immune”.

The local African physicians treat the locals with less potent anti-malarials such as chloroquine.
Chloroquine works, because the locals have “half-immunity”.

What happens, when the local physician treat the Japanese with malaria by giving chloroquine?
This happens very often as chloroquine is the only drug available in most of the local hospitals. The
results are; cerebral malaria, black water disease, D.1.C etc.

There exist double malaria risks for Japanese:

Risk 1 : In Japan, doctors know little of malaria
Risk 2 : In Africa, doctors use chloroquine to treat.

The surviving malaria can be achieved by
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1. Self defense, self-treatment (as shown in the table)
2. Armed with knowledge and proper medicine.

This seminar welcomed as many as 56 participants (35 Kenyans), a JSPS Nairobi record, mainly
because of the urgency of the subject. More than ten questions and comments were given, and the
discussion was very fruitful to all the members who attended.
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