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Binadamu Hukutana

narrator: Kiptalam Cheboi °
(Discoverer of Samburupithecus)

Ukiwa na vitu kwa mkono wako, peana.  Babu zetu
walituongozaka (ongozanga) na neno hili. Ukiwa na ng'ombe mbili,
peana moja. Sababu, hata ungekuwa na ng'ombe kumi, zinaweza
kumalizika ndani ya miaka miwili tu juu ya kukosa mvua, ugonjwa, na wizi.
Ukisaidia mtu, siku moja utasaidiwa kweli. Kama huna chochote
upokee mgeni vilevile. Mungu atajua kwamba huna kitu, na itakusaidia.
Urafiki ni mali ya mwanzo na ya mwisho.  Hivi tumekaribishwa vizuri
hapa tangu jana, tunashukuru kabisa na ninakumbuka fumbo moja la
Kiswahili. Milima haikutani, lakini binadamu hukutana.
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Dance and flee: 7 apanese students try to answer a Congo girl.

(Continued from the last issue of this bulletin.) ANKET Yuji
(Ethnographer, JSPS Research Station, Nairobi)

I asked my students to try to answer the words of a Congo girl of their age who
had blamed me for two faults: 1) not teaching our language and culture in exchange, and
2) the discrimination that causes the economic inequality between Japan and Africa.

Some of the students simply repelled from her words, but many of them listened
to them sincerely. Here is an extract from their reports.

Show us your endeavour!

Her words shocked me. They penetrate the bottom of our heart .

Cultural anthropology informs us of interesting traditions and cultures of various
countries. But such knowledge too often results in a banal impression that Japan is the
best. We see others for mere curiosity. "Show what you have in your hands” makes
clear our unfairness and discrimination that make us believe in our superiority to other
people. My heart ached when I realised my own arrogance for the first time in my life...



BAENRRS S 0 UHRER L ¥ — - =2—X E58 7

Now I doubt whether there are anthropologists who deserve the name of
researchers of human sciences. Show us your endeavour, you anthropologists)..

Causes for the discrimination

I would advise you to address her this way, "We Japanese were quite poor only
several decades ago. So, you should feel encouraged to continue your economic efforts.
I came here to find out the importance of our vanishing cultures both in J apan and in
Africa” But she will make you lose all your points of discussion and you will flee from
her dancing...

I don't think that we have the right to answer her questions since we profit from
the discrepancies between so-called developed and developing countries. Japan has,
become an economic giant because of its geopolitical place during the cold war and not
because of the diligence of its people. For fear of losing today's profit we make,
ourselves blind to the contradictions between countries and peoples. The Congo girl
calls this blindness of ours as discrimination...
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The 131st JSPS Seminar

Date: 29th August, 1998

Topic: Secrets of African liquors as seen from Asian perspeetives.

Presenter: Dr. ANKEI Takako (Ecologist, Part-time Lecturer at Japanese Universities)

Language: Japanese and English. We welcomed 47 participants.

Summary: Dr ANKEI Takako is a specialist of bacteriology, ecology, and African foods and beverages.
Based on her two years’ field survey in the Democratic-Republic of Congo, she discovered an
alcoholic beverage made from the fermentation of rice. The basic principle for this liquor was
proved identical with that of some Japanese liquors, (Bibliography; ANKEI  Takako,1988,
Discovery of Sake in Central Africa: Mold-fermented liquor of the Songola. Journal d’agriculture
traditionnelle et de Botanique appliquee. XXXII1, annee 1986, Paris.)
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We have chosen a nickname Hukutana for this bulletin. This phrase, taken from a

Swahili saying, means that people would always meet together. We are grateful for Mr.

Kiptalam Cheboi for providing us of this idea. He has long worked as a specialist of fossil
hunting under the supervision of Prof. ISHIDA Hidemi of Kyoto University.
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