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” Towards Cosmosity from University

Omedo Misama

International Jurist
Chairperson, Stands of Minority Ethnics

The term “cosmosity” is derived from the term cosmos in much the same way as “university” is
derived from the term universe. Hence, the institutions now regarded as the universities presupposes
attainment of knowledge which has a universal application and that the universality of it, is scoped
within the domain of the universe. On the other wider domain, and beyond the universe, exist the
cosmos. Thus the extra-institutionality of acquisition of greater knowledge incidental to and beyond
the universe, and of course universities, falls within the realm of cosmosities and cosmos.

Humankind and its world institutions of universities are physically limited in so far as the pursuit
of knowledge and learning process is concerned. Indeed, universities are limited because of their
greedy and arrogant approaches towards acquisition of knowledge. The attendant limitations of the
universities spring from the following fallacies:

(1) That knowledge is only obtainable “at” and not “con-" universality.

(2) That knowledge is a programmable package which make the original imparters of it treated as
mere informants and not the beholders of it.

(3) That knowledge comes from the “First World” to the rest of the world in that it does not
recognize that the first universities were not from the First World but from the rest of the world.

(4) That universal knowledge is cosmic knowledge not taken into account that universal
knowledge supposedly offered by the universities is a tiny fraction of the knowledge obtainable
from the cosmos hence ought to be given out by the cosmosity.

(5) That the knowledge obtainable from the universities is merely formality to obtain a piece of

paper which has no universal application than people are made to believe.
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lurmng to the abme fallacies. one finds how resga:cllers particularly social scientists visiting
indigenous peoples of the world would be given ‘sufficient information and l\nowledge about the
cultures and religious practices of those peoples to the point that the researchers get university degrees
and yet those who imparted their valuable ir:formation and knowledge to the rcsearchers would merely
be regarded as “informants™ not befitting- any university qualifications in that regard. Indeed. this
pattern of behaviour characterizes a scenario where the cosmocator is deprived and denied of their
rights as imparters of knowledge and instead the cosmocatees or the so called researchers are then
upon “pirating” knowledge from the cosmocator are regarded as' an “authority” on the indigenous
cultures. v ‘

More often than not the umversmes knowledge has been usurped by first world universities when
in fact the first unlversmes were started in the not so “first world”. However, with cosmosity there is
no exclusivity as to where knowledge or learning process begins or ends. Knowledge and learning
process is cosmically and not universally obtainable as an intricate inclusive extra- process beyond the
limits of the universe. Indeed, in this regard one does not require a qualifications to be a cosmocator or
a cosmocatee for that matter, Besidgs, one does not require an institutionalised structure in the form of
buildings or laboratories \t‘o'eng'a}gé in the learning and acquisition of knowledge process.

Again, knowledge obtaining f[oni the universities hence from the universe, not withstanding its
limitations in terms of universal application, is indeed a subset of all the inclusive knowledge
obtaining from the cosmosity ‘and hence the cosmos. It is expected that once the university
communities could recognize the existence of the cosmic phenomena as regards the pursuit of
knowledge within the.domain -of cosmosity-that the current drought of khowledge would gradually °
disappear and a new era of life filled with boundless knowledge would then become a reality. Indeed,
the underlying philosophy abouti.cosmosity is that knowledge is imbued and endowed in every
conceivable organic and in-organic matter within and beyond the universe uip to the domain of cosmos.
Thus, such an approach would entail the co-existence 'and multi-lateral respect of both the cosmo-
environment and. every:'matter in.existence. Indeed; humankind to date considers its knowledge
obtained from the universities as an oppressive tool to subjugate the universe enviroriment and other
known or unknown lives within the cosmos. This clearly shows that human beings are blmdfolded by
their own ignorance, which in themselves, are dangerous:to humankind’s own existence. !

Today, human beings pay heavily to:obtain knowledge from the universities in terms of money
and the structuredness of their programs. The reasons, which partly underlie such level of insanity, are
predicated on the notions that.university knowledge confers some sort of power, ‘and perhaps
regarded in some quarters as a sign of symbolic status which therefore demands that 3 plece of paper
in the form of a certificate or degree is to issue-to whomever passes through a particular umversny
program. Perhaps, unknown to-many “scholars” is that the knowledge obtaining from the cosmosity is
far cheaper and commonly available around us without having to pay heavily for it. Fili'the?moré, one

going through a cosmosity process does not have to follow a rigidly tilﬁéd'and"brogr’amrﬁ'éd course of
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study as is the case in the universities. Since, the cosmocators and the cosmocatees are supposed to be
inclusive and available around us all the tlme what is the farce about putting cosmocatees and
cosmocators through a burdensome pressure?

The pervasion of the learning process in pursuit of knowledge within the university structures is
one which calls to question the notion of knowledge being universally available. If indeed, university
education is a reflection of the universality of knowledge, why is it that someone obtaining a degree
qualifications in chemistry, say, from Tokyo University is not considered to be same or similar to one
obtaining a degree qualifications in chemistry from the university of Dar-es-Salaam? Besides, why is
it that when it comes to employment opportunity obtaining, for example, in the United Kingdom that
the graduate from Tokyo University will be given preference over the graduate from the Dar-es-
Salaam University? Sometimes, it is easy not to see how the use and acquisition of knowledge through
the universities’ structures can be harmful to all concerned, however, the relative truth would be
hidden somewhere within the universe something that can not be expected within the cosmosity

processes and the cosmos.
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Problems of Malaria Control in Africa .

MINAKAWA Noboru
International Centre of Insect
Physiology and Ecology

Despite a great amount of funding for malaria interventions, malaria kills 1.6-2.5 million people each
year. In particular, a large potion of funding has ‘been aliocated to the scientific researches without
immediate contributions, such as vaccine development. Although malaria has been eradicated in some areas,

world wide malaria eradication is considered unrealistic. Since a great number of “imperfect tools” for
malaria control already exist, these can be applied locally to reduce death tolls rather than eradication in a
large area. However, malaria interventions require development of local economy and political stability in

Africa. » "
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The 133rd JSPS Seminar
Date: 3 I'st October, 1998
Time: 2:00 — 4:00 p.m.
Topic: Biodiversity and apes in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo: A report from the
endangered Kahuzi-Biega National Park.
Presenter: Mr. A. Kanyunyi Basabose, Primatologist, Research Centre in Natural Science of Lwiro,
Democratic Republic of Congo
Language: English, Japanese, and French.  No. of participants: 32
Summary:
1. Introduction A

The Democratic Republic of Congo is one of the richest countries in biodiversity. ~ With its territory
of 6000 km* in the eastern Congo, the Kahuzi-Biega National Park protects lowland tropical'rain forest and
mountain forest with numerous species of flora and fauna, including the Eastern Lowland Gorilla. The
Park is a sanctuary of biodiversity and a genuine .conservation symbol. It received a status as a World
Heritage site from UNESCO in 1981.
2. The present state of conservation in the Kahuzi-Biega National Park

As a result of the recent conflicts that occur in the Great Lakes Region, the Park is facing several
problems:
Weapon. Proliferation of weapons .is observed inside and outsnde the park. This affects seriously the
research programs carried out in the Park,

High population.  The population densnty of thls reglon sometimes reaches 300 inhabitants per km?,
The war has forced hundred thousands of people to move away from the places of hostilities and many of
them found a shelter inside the Park. This has promoted deforestation and increased poverty level in the
Park. : v
Evacuation of inhdbitants. The forest in the Park used to be a habitat of Pygmy people. The other
neighbouring ethnic groups had free access to it as well; to take whatever needed for their survival. Today,
the park has evacuated these peoples from the forest and forbidden their entrance inside: its protected
ecosystems.. They. have not receive,any compensation of any kind after being expropriated. " In order to
express their dissatisfaction, they are neglecting all;the conservation programs of the park.

Agricultural damage by elephants.  The elephants are looked upon by the .people as harmful animals
devastating their farms. Farmers have no hesitation to hunt these animals.
3. Conservation education of the neighbouring population of the Park

A non-governmental organization called POPOF (Pole-Pole Foundation) has been conducting for a*
few years, some education programs in conservation for the neighbouring population of the Park. For
example, in its gorilla conservation campaign, simple artifacts of gorilla such as wood carvings are made
by ex-poachers who have been educated in conservation. On the other hand, POPOF has recently started
to establish tree nurseries and distribute seedlings to the neighbouring village people. The main purpose
of this is to provide those communities with the wood they need without having to enter inside the Park.
4. Present situation of primates research in the Park

To evaluate the lmponance of damages caused to the wildlife, (mainly to Apes) in the disturbed
environment of the Park. monitoring of biological and ecological factors within the park are undertaken.
Since 1987, we 'started a research program in collaboration with Kyoto University in the highland region of



10 Hukutana No.7 November 1998

Kahuzi-Bicga covering 600 sq. Km of mountain forest around Tshibati. Our main interest is to clarity the
interspecific relationship between chimpanzee and gorilla.  We are especially studying as follows: 1)
Density of tood diet (fruit trees) and ranging pattern of apes, 2) predation on mammals by chimpanzees, 3)
Influence of sympatric gorilla on chimpanzee's nesting site choice.

5. Conclusion ,

The recent war in the Great Lakes Region has seriously affected the research within the Park. Most of
the research infrastructures have been destroyed, and all the research programs were suspended. | wish the
war will end and then wildlife management and research projects in the Park can resume as soon as
possible.
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