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Academic Exchange between Kenyan and Japanese Scientists

Simiyu WANDIBBA
Institute of African Studies, University of Nairobi

The Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) is mandated by the Japanese
Government to promote scientific collaboration between Japanese and foreign scientists. The
society achieves this by financing exchange programmes between the local and foreign
institutions. Such programmes enable foreign scientists to visit and interact with colleagues
tn various Japanese institutions involved in research and higher education. In addition,
through its field stations, JSPS co-ordinates the activities of Japanese scientists when they
travel to foreign countries to carry out their research. One such field station is the JSPS Office
in Nairobi. The field stations also provide logistical support to foreign scientists travelling to
Japan.

Since the 1970's, the Institute of African Studies (IAS) of the University of Nairobi, has
been playing a very active role in promoting collaboration between Kenyan anthropologists
and their Japanese counterparts. The institute has done this by serving as the affiliating
institution for the Japanese scientists. It is important to point out that by law, any foreigner
coming to carry out research in Kenya must affiliate himself or herself with a local institution
designated as such in the Application Form for a research permit. This means that affiliation
is a prerequisite for any foreign scientists applying for a research permit. The affiliating
institution has the responsibility of perusing the proposal to determine its suitability and then
make the necessary recommendations to the National Council for Science and Technology, the
Government's clearinghouse for research proposals. It is also its responsibility to fill out the
affiliation forms as well as applications for pupil's passes for its affiliates, known in our case as
Research Associates. Thus, the affiliating institution is charged with the responsibility of
providing various forms of logistical support to its affiliates.

In the last eight or so years, first as acting and then as substantive Director of IAS, [
have had many occasions of interacting with various Japanese anthropologists and their
graduate students whenever they come for research. This has enabled me to get to know some
of them quite well. In the same vein, some of them have also come to know me fairly well. This
has in turn, opened opportunities for networking.

The Japanese scientists affiliated to IAS have assisted us in a number of ways. By far,
the biggest assistance has been in enabling us to publish Mi/a in the last three years. Mjla was
established originally as a newsletter of the institute, but had ceased publication in 1984.
However, with the assistance of these Research Associates we managed not only to revive the
publication, but also to transform it into a refereed journal. As a result of this some of our
junior colleagues and past graduate students of the institute got opportunity to publish
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articles that they would otherwise not have been able to. s

Secondly, there was one year when one of our self-sponsored students could not raise sufficient
funds for his research. When I approached oneteam of Research Associates, they managed to
put some funds together and so enabled the studeht to undertake his fieldwork and also pay
for his tuition fees. The student successfully completed his M.A. and is now registered for his
PhD.

Thirdly, my association with Japanese scientists enabled me to acquire some books for
the IAS Library. These books have Lecome an important reference.resource for our staff as
well as our students. Finally, one of the junior members of staff is currently preparing himself
to travel to Japan to take up a 14-month fellowship awarded to him by the Japan Foundation.
Logistical support for this member of staff has, right from the start, been provided by one of
our Research Associates. The same scientist has made it possible for the Kenyan young
scientist to be offered research facilities at his own graduate school. This is a very important
opportunity for the Kenyan because it will enable him to work on and complete his PhD.
Proposal.

I personally have had a fairly long experience interacting with Japanese scientists.
This started in the early 1980's when I was working with the National Museums of Kenya. ,
The scientists I met then were archaeologists working on an Acheulian site at Mtongwe near
Mombasa.'] had opportunity to join them in the field and participate in the excavations that
were going on. Even here at-IAS, I have had occasion to participate in some of the fieldwork
being undertaken by our Japanese colleagues. Through such practical interactions, 1 have
come to form the opinion that Japanese scientists are meticulous, hard working and thorough
in their field research. I have also had the privilege of reading their published works in
complementary publications that they send, notably the "African Study Monographs" and
"Senri Ethnological Studies", and can vouch for the high standard of such works.

The Japanese graduate students who come here appear to be well grounded in the
theoretical and practical aspects of their discipline. They have, in the past, worked on a wide
range of issues and, like their professors, have done .a good job of it, Also, like their professors,
they have always complied with the Government's requirement of submitting a specified
number of their research reports and/or publications. '
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Paleontological Expedition in Uganda

TSUJIKAWA Hiroshi
Kyoto University

‘An international paleontological expedition was carried out in the eastern part of Uganda
from 10 to 24 November 1998. The party consisted of scientists from France, Uganda, Kenya,
and Japan. I have surveyed Miocene fossils of mammals in Samburu Hills of northern Kenya.
As a member of the party, this was my first expedition in Uganda. We conducted excavation in
the sites of Bukwa, Napak, and Moroto. The latter site is-famous as the place where the fossil
of Morotopitecus was found. In those sites, we excavated the fossils such as ape, rhino, giraffe,
cocoon of insect, petrified wood, etc. In comparison with Samburu Hills, the weather of the
sites was rather mild, but we were tired from walking in the steep hills and dense grasslands.
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The 135th JSPS Seminar o
Date: 27 March, 1999 Time: 2:00 — 4:00 p.m. ' | o
Topic: Farmers’ Perception of Crop Pests and Their Management: A Case Study from Kitui District
Presenter: Dr. ADATI Tard, Entomologist, University of Tokyo

Language: English and Japanese; No. of participants: 45

Summary:
1. Introduction

To mvestlgate the element of pest management in indigenous agriculture, and to develop the potential of
integrated pest management (IPM), the presenter surveyed farmers’ perceptlon of crop pests and thelr
management as well as pest mcn_den;e in Kitui District.

2. Pést Collection' and Crop Damage’

' the short rainy season 1998 - 99, sixteen species of insect pests were collected from 'some fields and
stores in the survey area. The average damage ratio of the cowpea pods which were sampled from 11 field
plots was 57%. There was a significant positive correlation between the larval populaton of the small mouth
weevil, Apion pullus and the damage of cowpea.

3. Farmers’ Knowledge of Pest Classification and Biology

Farmers were likely to classify the pests with vernacular names in the level of families or orders. Some
of them knew quite a lot about pest biology e.g. growth, reproduction, and inter-specific relationship with
other insects.

4. Pest Management and Farmers’ Perception

Majority-of the farmers answered “spraying of insecticide” as the method of pest management which
they used.7 According to the answeres to questionnaire, however, a half of respondents did not spray in both
rainy seasons in 1998 - 99. Among those who did not spray in the long rainy season, one fourth said that they
had no money to buy insecticide. To the question about natural enemies, although some farmers pointed out
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that birds predate insect pests, very few considered the use of insect predators and parasitoids for pest
management. f

s. Dlscusslon

- Most of the fanners percelved that pest damage had become more serious recently. Some pointed out
that this was because of a decrease in the amount of rainfall. The change of farming system according to the
recent climatic change seemed to affect the ecology of pests. Furthermore, the recent enlargement of food
distribution might make it possnble for the pests that used to distribute in a limited area to advance into a wider
area. Meanwhile, the admiration of the effect of insecticide and the little understanding of natural enemies,
that farmers have, should be considered when the IPM methods are applied to farming in this district in future.

- E % 36
b4 AKRE - THIEADENERAET, 2O LEBETIHARZTLLIN, (hok 5 ®
1ETLE, VNBE) ORBERIIELEEZETHVLRENTER, A~DF—ER LN - L
N ARLEIELLERSTEETAENTHAIZ 2V ELE, 1EM. BoXdbWFEhon
EFTENEL, BRI, 2O 1 EMEERE TRV Y — 2 S X T ESBBON T,
Alloys Opanga, Christine Mburu, Eldda Musinde, Fanuel Musinde, Mariko Opanga®#72 & Az
BHLET, ELAEXAENRRCEREBRROBAKEZZA. @FHBRIAICEEVA~ALBHIEIZ Y
FL, ZOBENDT, HHO<EHLLS LHTES, (X)
HI999EEDEERD £& LEIZ29&) T, yr=TIBOHEDILEOHFREY LT3, PO
T7x/)ul—%ERTEIORELATT, =a2—AL¥—RARFT. I3 HEBRARYTEL
TWEY, 1EMLALL, (8)

AEORBRESLERT SRS, BMCEL F—FTCTEE NS, XBOLATEEOHEREICOVTIE. £hEh
DER - BRIBREEMAOLOT,

For rights of reproduction, application should be made to the JSPS Research Station, Nairobi. The views expressed in the articles of this
bulletin are those of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science.

S22 (BFRERRRE T/ o CIFRERE L F— - =a2—2) BIS 199943431 B RBST
WE - RITE/REKR - BRESE ROF/BXERREREST A o UHRER T ¥ —

Hukutana (The Bulletin of JSPS Research Station, Nairobi) No.9 March 1999.

Edited by ADATI Taré and MAKISHIMA Haruyuki. © 1999 by JSPS Research Station, Nairobi. All rights reserved.
Published by JSPS Research Station, Nairobi, P. O. Box 14958, Nairobi, Kenya. Tel: +254-2-442424 Fax: +254-2-442112 E-
mail: jsps@swiftkenya.com Printed by Mukkagis Printers, P. 0. Box 979, Kerugoya, Kenya.

Japan Society for the Promotion of Science
Research Station, Nairobi
P. O. Box 14958, Nairobi, KENYA

VIA AIR MAIL
PAR AVION




