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Mountains never meet, but human beings do - Swahili proverb
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lllusion of str ipesS -Grant's zebra and Grevy's zebra-

KIMURA Rikako

(Graduate School of Bio-Agricultural Sciences, Nagoya University | Equine Museum of Japan)

My three colleagues and I have continued
our research, titled "A comparative study of '
communication behavior of Grant's zebra and
Grevy's zebra" in Samburu and Buffalo Springs
National Park from last year.

The drivers supporting us always looked
tired, due to the continuous starting and stopping of
vehicles to follow zebras, which is quite different
from their common game drive. They said every
evening "Bia kunywa moja moja" through the radio
after their hard work during the day.

We were quite tired also, because the
identification of individual zebras through their

stripes brought us illusions of a zebras' image.
Narrow and fine stripes of Gravy’s zebra put us into
great confusion. Hot wind, zebra's images, diarrhea
irritated us all.

Mr. Okubo helped us a lot with his splendid
vision, which is comparable to ours with 8x binocular.
He could find a single male Gravy's zebra even from
a running car, though he said he forgot his eye
glasses.

I thank Mr. Ruhiu in Isiolo station, KWS,
and the wardens of Samburu and Buffalo Springs
National Reserve.

English summary by the Editor
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136th JSPS Seminar

KURODA Hiroyuki, African Natural History Society
Enjoying "mammal” : :
JSPS Research Station, Nairobi
- 10th July 1999 (Saturday) ~

14:00 to 16:00 ‘

Japanese

Participant: 31 persons
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