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The Political System in Uganda

Hirata Koji (Makerere Institute of Social Research | The Graduate University for Advanced Studies)

In Uganda today, her political system is the
‘Movement Political System’. Since Y. Museveni
came to power in 1986, his National Resistance
Movement (NRM) has governed Uganda. In the
Constitution of Uganda, 1995, Article 69 provides
that ‘the people of Uganda shall have the right to
choose and adopt a political system of their choice
through free and fair elections or referenda’. A pub-
lic referendum on whether to continue with the
‘Movement’ ‘system or return to a more ‘Pluralist’
political system projected for the year 2000 by Ref-
erendum and Other Provisions Act, 1999.

The pluralists (or partists) of MPs and the
political parties are campaigning for a boycott of
the referendum. The parties could only continue to
exist as mere paper organisations because Article

2,4 —138 Meetings, News

269 regulates the activities of political organisations.

In Lira, one rebel group named Citizens
Ammy for Multiparty Politics (CAMP) follws true
African tradition. The tradition says a bid for pow-
er acts by military force. Meanwhile, one NGO,.
Human Rights Watch, published a report named
‘Hostle to Democracy’. It examines the ‘Movement’
system drifts Uganda toward an One-Party State (or
a No-Party State). They attack the Movement by a
mightier pen.

What does the word ‘Democracy’ mean in
contemporary debate on the political system in
Uganda? The arguments on the political system in
Uganda and the next referendum have to create a
national consensus on ‘Democracy’ on political,
academic and public ground. ]
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