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KENYA FORESTRY RESEARCH INSTITUTE (KEFRI)
Kenya Forestry Research Institute (KEFRI)
P.O. Box 20412-00200 Nairobi Kenya
Tel. +254-724-259781/2, -254 722 157414/333224,
Wireless: +254-20-2010651/2

Fax: -+254-02-4183720, 4183301-20,

[Information]
Access : (Hgs) Muguga, Off Naivasha road, Nairobi, Kenya
BHATIREIR] © H W~ &R, . SR 8 lE~/F1% b IRy
AME, 450, LA ZOMIKA . PARE
URL:http://www.kefri.org/

Email: director@kefri.org

Kenya is one of the countries with low forest cover internationally. The forest cover has been
decreasing as a result of conversion to other land uses, especially agriculture and settlement.
Early in this decade the government banned tree harvesting in state forests. Since then, the
country has been sourcing industrial wood from farms supplemented with timber from
neighbouring countries. This has led to depletion of farmland wood stock and the country is
thus facing serious challenges in restocking trees cut on farmlands. In order to spearhead
fight against desertification, KEFRI is the leading institution in forestry research.

Kenya Forestry Research Institute is consolidating 17 discipline-oriented divisions into six
programmes as contained in Kenya Forests Master Plan.

The institute host about 100 locals and international researcher (PhD and Post-Doc) doing

research on various discipline.

The new Forest policies emphasizes the development of farm forestry as a way of increasing
low forest cover, diversifying subsistence products and incomes while contributing to soil and

water conservation. The policy underlines the need to support farmers with sound
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management and utilization principles, incentives, information, better germplasm and
marketing strategies. Farmers need to have a list of priority from multipurpose trees in order
to optimise production. Vision has also put similar emphasis on the contribution of forestry in
conservation of water resources.

To achieve these objectives, the programme will strengthen linkages amongst extension
agents, researchers, and farmers through development of effective of effective extension
approaches as well as production of appropriate management guides. Research focus will be
on development of fast growing species with high market demand and their management
practices, market research, facilitating establishment of on farm tree seed sources, evaluation
of traditional tree management practices, developing on-farm efficient wood conversion

technologies for promotion of small and enterprises and policy research.

(Report; 17/04/2009 by Gabriel Ekalale, JSPS Nairobi Research Station)
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